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- FOREWORD

1. ““ Current Reports from Overseas’” are issued down to
lieutenant-colonels’ commands, and to the commandants of certain
schools and establishments, for their early information and to help
them to form their own ideas. L

2. In the operation described in Section 1 of this issue, only
sound training and the confidence of every soldier in his ability to
destroy the enemy and complete his task could have overcome the
apparently insuperable difficulties of a seaborne assault against
a defended town by so small a force. In Section 2 a commanding
officer tells of the experiences of one of the follow-up battalions

" in this assault. :

3. The contents of this pamphlet are not official lessons,
nor do they mnecessarily represent the views either of the
commander-in-chief of the theatre of war concerned, or

of the War Office. They should not, therefore, be regarded

as accepted doctrine. -
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Spefion 1 THE ASSAULT ON FLUSHING
= (See Maps 1 and 2) vaee

(This account is based on a narrative i‘eceived' from
Combined Operations Headquarters) =

Opening situation (see Map 1) e

1. Towards the end of October 1944, the operations to clear
the approaches to the port of Antwerp were still in progress. On
the south side of the Scheldt Estuary the Canadians had captured
Breskens on 22 October, and were driving the Germans westwards
towards the sea. To the north Walcheren Island was still in enemy
hands, though to the east the island of South Beveland was in the
process of being wrested from their grasp. e e

2. A plan had been devised to attack Walcheren from the west,
south, and east, as soon as possible after the fall of Breskens. An
infantry division was to force its way along the causeway from
South Beveland, while two forces were to carry out seaborne landings
at Flushing and Westkapelle. The landing at “Westkapelle was
given to a commando brigade group, but this narrative is concerned
with the assault on Flushing by one commando, followed up by
an infantry brigade. : V = :

Topography 7 : . o L
3. The whole plan of attack was governed by the extent of the
floods that resulted from the breaching of the sea walls by the
R.A.F. By the end of October the greater part of the island was
under water, including the streets of Middelburg and the northern
part of Flushing which, for the assault, was divided into a number
of sectors, each of which was given a code name. - '

4. The principal buildings in Flushing were grouped in the
_sector known as Seaford, which from the landward side could only
be approached through Bex#ill and Dover. The only beach suitable
for an assault landing was the pre-war bathing beach in front of
the Hotel Britannia which, as all reports showed, was heavily
defended. From the hotel a raised promenade, with the sea on one
side and floods to a depth of 4 feet on the other, led into the town,
and from the south-east end of the beach a high sea wall ran round
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to the entrance of Wester of Koopmanshaven. To the east of this
small harbour the sea wall continued to the start of the promontory
near the Oranje Molen—a brick-built windmill and a very conspicuous
feature on the waterfront ; so far in its length the sea wall presented
a complete obstacle against any assault landing.

5. From the Oranje Molen a sloping dyke wall ran round the
promontory into the small bay called Ooster of Dokhaven—a mud
flat at low water. Air photographs showed that the bank at the
far end of this bay inclined at an easy angle, but that both the
bay and the promontory were protected by anti-landing stakes.
Two groynes ran out into the sea on either side of Ooster of Dokhaven,
and from the base of the eastern groyne the dyke wall continued
to the extreme tip of the mole at the entrance to the main harbour.
At this tip there was another possible landing beach, but again
the only route into the town was very exposed and narrow, thls
t1me along the mole itself.

6. The beaches to the east of the main harbour entrance were
not suitable for landing operations, since the ground was completely
flooded ; besides, the assaulting troops would be on the wrong
31de of Lhe W’alcheren Canal

Enemy dispositions

7. Information about the German garnson of Walcheren was
limited. The main battery position and prepared defences were
pin-pointed, but the identifications and dispositions of the various
enemy units were difficult to ascertain. 70 Division was known
to be back again on the island after a short trip to the Ghent area,
because units of this formation had been involved in the hard
fighting in South Beveland and suffered many casualties. In
all probability elements of 64 Division had also escaped to Walcheren
from the Breskens “‘ pocket,” and at least a part of a large organiza-
tion called 89 Fortress Depot was known to be on the island. The
final estimate of the strength of the garrison was about 9,000 all
ranks, of which rather less than one third was thought. to be in

Flushing.

8. The defences of the town were formidable. The whole water-
front was wired and, as already described, the dyke walls and beaches
were screened with anti-landing stakes, some with shells fixed to
them. A system of mutually supporting pillboxes and strongpoints

. —to which was added a whole mass of fortified houses, barracks,

and a bomb-proof tower—covered all approaches. Flak emplace-
-ments had also been sited so that they could be used in a dual air
and ground role, while artillery support was available from ba,ttenes
socatﬁd to the north-east and north-west of the town.







